
   

FDLAA May 2020 Newsletter  Page 1 of 3    
 

 

May 2020 Newsletter 
 

Fond Du Lac Aeromodelers 
Association 
Our goal is to be the friendliest club for pilots and spectators in the Midwest.  

We welcome anyone with an interest in R/C aviation. Visit the website at 

www.FDLAA.com for information about membership, upcoming events, flight 

instructors, and weather conditions at the field. FDLAA meetings are held on the 

second Tuesday of each month at 6:00 pm (April through November). 

 
Club Officers: 

President: Dave Elsinger…………….920-926-0551   President@FDLAA.com 

Vice President: Andrew Schultz ....920-210-6661 VicePresident@FDLAA.com 

Secretary:  Joe Teresi………………...920-468-0470  Secretary@FDLAA.com 

Treasurer:  Pat Mullen ……………...920-533-3773   Treasurer@FDLAA.com 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
From Club President Dave Elsinger: 

Hi All, 

As you know, the world as we know it has changed.  As a club, we can still enjoy 
our great hobby but must be safe. Keep your social distancing and use the hand 
sanitizer that the club has provided. 

We are at this time going forward with the Warbird event in August.  That can 
change if the virus gets worse.  The final decision will be made in mid-July.  

The new fence is going to be installed the latter part of May. At this time the old 
fence is gone, so be careful.   

There will not be a club meeting until the social distancing is lifted. 

Have fun, 

Dave Elsinger 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

AUGUST 13-15, 2020 

Warbirds and Classics Over the 
Midwest 

AUGUST 16, 2020 

2020 Robert Wellnitz Memorial Air 
Show 

Stay tuned for possible date 
changes due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Just a reminder - lock up the 
gate if you are the last one out 
for the night. 
 
Have items for sale?  We would be 
happy to post them in the newsletter. 
 
Newsletter Editors: 
 
Events/Photos/News 
Jeff Bergen 
fordman54935@yahoo.com 
 
Technical/Editorial (future issues) 
Aaron Novak 
NovakPerformance@yahoo.com 
 
 
Please contact Jeff if there’s something 
you would like to see in the 
newsletter.   
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2020 FDLAA FLYING FIELD GUIDELINES MESSAGE FROM PATRICK MULLEN, TREASURER 
Fellow FDLAA members, 
 
The flying field is open, has been rolled and is in great condition. After Consultation with the Fond du Lac County 
Health Department, the town of Byron City Chairman and even the County Sheriff’s office, we are good to use the field 
under the following guidelines: 

1. Maintain a distance of at least six feet from other users at all times. 

2. No more than one member in the clubhouse at any time. 

3. Hand sanitizer stations are located outside the clubhouse. You should use them before and after entering the 

clubhouse or porta potties. 

I would add to this that if you are sick or think you might have been exposed to COVID-19, STAY HOME.  

Wisconsin opened golf courses and campgrounds with similar kinds of guidelines. Though no one will give us an “official” 
OK, none of the relevant authorities said no either. Because we are a private club, not a business, we exist in a bit of a 
gray area. 

Nonetheless, we are open for flying so come out and enjoy the field. It's in the best shape for April that I can remember. 

Patrick Mullen 

2020 WARBIRDS AND CLASSICS OVER THE MIDWEST  
It’s never too early to start thinking about the club’s marquee event.  Stay tuned for updates about the event and 
possible date changes due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Volunteer sign-up will be available on the club website. As of 
April 30th, 76 pilots have pre-registered for the event!  More information can be found at www.midwestwarbirds.com. 

UPCOMING PROJECTS AT THE FIELD 
With the roller on site at the field and the help of volunteers to run the machine, the field is in excellent condition and 
has been rolled in different directions. The field is very smooth and looks great as always.  Thank you to those that have 
operated the roller and do such a great job keeping the field in top notch condition.  

The old fence has been removed and the new fence will be installed later in May.  Please use caution with the old fence 
down.  A new windsock has been installed and it looks great. 

Also, the removal of the frequency clip cabinet near the windsock pole is complete. With so many pilots having switched 
to 2.4 GHZ radio systems over the years, the cabinet is no longer needed and will make the field more visible from the 
spectator area. 

EAA AIRVENTURE 2020 CANCELLED 
You’ve probably heard that EAA AirVenture 2020 has been cancelled due to COVID-19. This will be another blow to 
local businesses that are already suffering due to the Safer at Home order.  We can all do our part to support local 
businesses as they start to open after the Safer at Home order expires.  Maybe the cancellation of AirVenture will draw 
a few extra spectators to our Warbirds event so they can get their aviation fix. 
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LIPO BATTERY TIPS 
A recent trip to the field gave me the chance to help a fellow pilot with some lithium polymer (LiPo) battery questions 
and help set up a new battery charger.  While there is a lot of information available online regarding these batteries, to 
someone unfamiliar with them, the vast amount of information can be overwhelming.  I though this would be a good 
opportunity to share some LiPo tips and basic information that will help your batteries last a long time and increase your 
fun.   

1. Store LiPo batteries with approximately 50% charge remaining (approximately 3.85 volts per cell).  Most 
LiPo battery chargers have a Storage setting that will automatically charge the battery to this level, then 
stop. 

2. Store LiPo batteries at or near room temperature. 
3. Don’t leave LiPo batteries unattended while charging.   
4. Unplug and remove LiPo batteries from the plane after use. 
5. When charging or transporting LiPo batteries, place them in a fire-resistant charging sack or metal box 

in case of a fire while charging. LiPo fires are rare, but they can happen extremely fast. 
6. Keep other flammable materials away from a LiPo battery while charging. 
7. Most LiPo chargers have a Balance Charge setting.  Balance charging allows the charger to monitor the 

voltage of each cell while charging, extending the life of the batteries by preventing a cell from over 
charging. 

8. For long term storage of LiPo batteries (such as during the winter), consider storing your batteries in a 
sturdy metal container.  I use a metal ammunition can from Harbor Freight to store my batteries year-
round.  I also keep a pair of gloves near this box so I can grab the box and throw it outside in case of a 
fire. 

9. Don’t overcharge or over-discharge a LiPo battery. Either situation can cause the battery to be unstable 
or considerably shorten the lifespan of the battery. 

10. Don’t charge or use a LiPo battery that is damaged or “puffed” (where the battery looks inflated). 
11. LiPo batteries can get warm during use. Allow the batteries to cool before recharging them.   
12. LiPo batteries don’t work as well in cold temperatures and can shorten your flight times. 
13. A Class D fire extinguisher is needed to extinguish a LiPo battery fire due to the chemical nature of a 

LiPo battery. 
14. Don’t leave a fully charged LiPo battery sitting around for extended periods of time.  I typically charge 

my batteries in the morning on a day that I plan to fly or charge them at the field. 
15. An inexpensive battery voltage checker is a great investment to check how much battery capacity 

remains after a flight.  Checking each battery before flying ensures that you don’t accidentally install a 
discharged battery also.   

16. Properly dispose of old LiPo batteries instead of throwing them in the trash.  Some battery retailers 
such as Batteries Plus will accept old batteries for disposal or recycling, but it’s a good idea to call ahead 
of time to verify. 

When properly used and maintained, LiPo batteries can be used for hundreds of charge/discharge cycles and provide 
safe, reliable power for your aircraft or transmitter. Take good care of them and they’ll take care of you!  

 

 


